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BOOKS OFFER INSIGHT INTO OIL INDUSTRY  
AND ITS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTSS

AAUP’s “Books for Understanding” Provides Guide to Scholarship  
on the Worldwide Oil Industry and Its Effects on the Environment

NEW YORK (June 11, 2010) – The massive BP oil leak in the Gulf of Mexico is 
producing devastating effects in the region and around the world. Though, after 
various unsuccessful efforts at stopping the flow of oil, the most recent “containment 
cap” seems to be capturing a more significant amount of the spillage, the impact will 
be felt in the environment, industry, and by governments for a very long time. 

A prized natural resource, oil has long spurred both conflict and development in 
the United States and abroad. The latest “Books for Understanding” bibliography 
compiles scholarship on the role of Oil— in economic, technological, and political 
development, in international relations, and in global environments. 

Find information about more than 60 general and specialist books that provide 
knowledge about what brought us to the Deepwater Horizon, and what the future of 
oil—and the Gulf Coast— might hold:

http://aaupnet.org/news/bfu/oil/list.html

From 23 prestigious scholarly publishers, these titles include:
• Black Tides, an autobiography by Miles O. Hayes, a leader in observing 
the environmental effects of oil spills and the clean up and restoration of 
affected shorelines (University of Texas Press, 2000);
• Lives Per Gallon: The True Cost of Our Oil Addiction by Terry 
Tamminen looks at the “health, environmental, and national security costs 
hidden in every barrel of oil ”(Island Press, 2008);
• British Petroleum and Global Oil 1950–1975: The Challenge of 
Nationalism, James Bamberg traces the history of the company primarily 
responsible for the current disaster (Cambridge University Press, 2000).

Books for Understanding is a free public service of AAUP to help librarians, 
journalists, educators, and interested readers find the best books on current events. 
The program highlights one of the highest values of university presses: to publish 
top research and scholarship in all fields regardless of immediate commercial 
potential. Often the most complete and illuminating background research and 
knowledge for a breaking news story is only available in scholarly books from 
presses committed to the public interest.

The Association of American University Presses is one of the world’s largest 
organizations of nonprofit scholarly publishers. AAUP is dedicated to the support 
of creative and effective scholarly communications. Through its programs and 
information resources, AAUP helps its members fulfill their common commitments to 
scholarship, the academy, and society. Visit the AAUP Web site, www.aaupnet.org, 
to learn more about the association and its members.

http://www.booksforunderstanding.org


