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      BOOKS FOR UNDERSTANDING IMMIGRATION

               Scholars Provide Cultural, Legal, Political,  
         and Economic Contexts    

April 19, 2006 (New York)— The issue of immigration reform has brought many 
thousands of people to the streets and to the communication networks in recent weeks. 
Debate over opposing bills in the halls of Congress has widened to effectively engage the 
public on the history and future of an immigrant nation. At the heart of the debate are the 
complex effects of immigration policies on the economy, families, security, civil rights, and 
cultural identities. 

Books for Understanding Immigration offers the work of more than 120 scholars that 
provide a foundation for this civic conversation, including work that looks at the effects 
of immigration on particular communities, the implications of immigration policies on the 
labor force, and the effects of such past immigrations laws as the U.S. Chinese Exclusion 
Act in the late 19th and early 20th century.

http://www.aaupnet.org/news/bfu/immigration/list.html

Examples of the titles you’ll find in Books for Understanding Immigration:

• Alienated: Immigrant Rights, the Constitution, and Equality in America, by 
Victor C. Romero. (NYU Press, 2005)
• Contested Citizenship: Immigration and Cultural Diversity in Europe, by Ruud 
Koopmans, Paul Statham, Marco Giugni and Florence Passy. (University of 
Minnesota Press, 2005)
• Detained: Immigration Laws and the Expanding I.N.S. Jail Complex, by 
Michael Welch (Temple University Press, 2002)
• Patrolling Chaos: The U.S. Border Patrol in Deep South Texas, by Robert 
Lee Maril. (Texas Tech University Press, 2004).
• A Forgetful Nation: On Immigration and Cultural Identity in the United States, 
by Ali Behdad. (Duke University Press, 2005)
• Promise Unfulfilled: Unions, Immigration, and the Farm Workers, by Philip L. 
Martin. (Cornell University Press, 2003)

Books for Understanding is a free public service of the Association of American University 
Presses to help librarians, journalists, educators, and interested readers find the best 
books on current events. The program highlights one of the highest values of university 
presses: to publish top research and scholarship in all fields regardless of immediate 
commercial potential. Often the most complete and illuminating background research and 
knowledge for a breaking news story is only available in scholarly books from presses 
committed to the public interest.

The Association of American University Presses is the world’s largest organization of 
nonprofit scholarly publishers. AAUP is dedicated to the support of creative and effective 
scholarly communications. Through its programs and information resources, AAUP helps 
its members fulfill their common commitments to scholarship, the academy, and society. 
Visit www.aaupnet.org to learn more about the Association and its members.
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